
 

 

The National ICZM Strategy and ICZM 

Law in Lebanon are funded by the largest 

GEF multi-focal initiative – 

MedProgramme, led by UNEP and 

implemented by UNEP/MAP. Its Child 

Project 2.1, “Mediterranean Coastal 

Zones: Water Security, Climate Resilience 

and Habitat Protection”, comprises two 

main components focusing on coastal 

zones and on coastal aquifers. PAP/RAC 

leads the coastal zone management 

component with support from Plan 

Bleu/RAC and GWP-Med, in collaboration 

with UNESCO-IHP and with Lebanese 

Ministry of Environment as the key 

national partner. The overarching project 

objective is to assist project countries in 

achieving compliance with the Protocol 

on Integrated Coastal Zone Management  

in the Mediterranean (ICZM Protocol). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

      

 

 

 

 

 National Strategy & Law on    

Integrated Coastal Zone Management  
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 ICZM PROTOCOL  

In 2017, Lebanon adhered to the ICZM 

Protocol driven by the need to sustainably 

manage its coastal zone. However, the 

transposition of the Protocol into specific text 

has still not taken place. In the meantime, 

circumstances in the country have 

considerably changed, and an already 

challenging situation has become even more 

difficult.  

The Priority Actions Programme / Regional 

Activity Centre (PAP/RAC) has been 

appointed to support the Mediterranean 

countries in implementing the ICZM Protocol.

The initiative to update the National ICZM 

Strategy and the ICZM Law, part of the GEF 

MedProgramme Child Project 2.1, continues 

the long-standing PAP/RAC’s support to 

Lebanon. Namely, PAP/RAC implemented 

the CAMP project in 2001-2004, which, 

among others, developed the first drafts of 

the ICZM national strategy and law for the 

country. These documents were revised in 

2015 in the framework of the national GFL-

2328-2740-4C02 project. However, until 

today, the country did not have the political 

power to complete the adoption process.  

 LEBANESE COAST 

The Lebanese coastline stretches over 240 

km. This narrow coastal zone, which makes 

up about 8% of the national territory, hosts 

about 70% of the population. In addition, 

Lebanon currently shelters one of the 

highest number of refugees per inhabitant 

in the world. Thus, the coastal zone su:ers 

from severe anthropogenic pressures 

leading to over-exploitation of coastal space 

and resources, chaotic urban sprawl, 

erosion, sea-filling, pollution from di:erent 

origins, making the current usage of the 

coastal area unsustainable. Furthermore, 

the most important economic centres are 

located in coastal cities, o:ering major 

opportunities in the fields of fisheries, 

agriculture, transport, tourism and industry, 

but only if managed sustainably.  

Built-Up Area within 1 km of the Mediterranean Coast

National ICZM Strategy and the ICZM Law 

are aiming to assist the country on its path 

towards a sustainable and resilient coast. 

 CO-DEVELOPMENT  & PARTICIPATION 

  

   

 

National ICZM Strategy and the ICZM Law are 

fully supported by MoE and co-developed by: 

- an expert group composed of 14 experts 

covering 10 disciplines assembled by the 

ELARD company and led by the University of 

Balamand’s Institute of Environment, and  

- a second group composed of thematically 

corresponding high-level governmental

representatives from different Ministries 

contributing as an Inter-Ministerial ICZM 

Working Group. 

In addition to the planned Ministerial meetings

and meetings of the Members of the 

Parliament, a sequence of workshops and 

roundtables has been planned, including the 

implementation of the participatory Climagine 

methodology – to understand and include 

stakeholder needs and solutions. 

 To inform the Lebanese population on the 

value and fragility of their coast, a Lebanese 

Coastal Information Platform has been 

developed and is accessible at 

https://lebanoncp.com. This platform is a 

repository of the most important information 

on Lebanon's coastal zone. It will also feature

the Draft National ICZM Strategy and the Draft 

ICZM Law for a wide consultation process.  


