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Lebanpiia ..a‘funded bg the Iargest
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Natlonal Strategy & Law on

lntegrated Coastal Zone Management

main components focusing on coastal
zones and on coastal aquifers. PAP/RAC ’
leads the coastal zone manag'emen"t :

component with support from Plan

Bleu/RAC and GWP-Med, in col|aboraﬂo‘n’.—'
with UNESCO-IHP and with Lebanese
Ministry of Environment as the key . C- T
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national partner. The overarching project.
objective is to assist project countriesin :
achieving compliance wﬂh the Protocol ; J - v
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ICZM PROTOCOL

In 2017, Lebanon adhered to the ICZM
Protocol driven by the need to sustainably
manage ifs coastal zone. However, the
transposition of the Protocol into specific text
has still not taken place. In the meantime,
have

circumstances in the country

considerably changed, and an already
challenging situation has become even more

difficult.

The Priority Actions Programme / Regional
(PAP/RAC) has
appointed to support the Mediterranean

Activity Centre been
counftries in implementing the ICZM Protocaol.
The initiative to update the National ICZM
Strategy and the ICZM Law, part of the GEF
MedProgramme Child Project 2.1, continues
the long-standing PAP/RACs support to
Lebanon. Namely, PAP/RAC implemented
the CAMP project in 2001-2004, which,
among others, developed the first drafts of
the ICZM national strategy and law for the
country. These documents were revised in
2015 in the framework of the national GFL-
2328-2740-4C02 project. However,
today, the country did not have the political

until

power fo complete the adoption process.

MEDITERRANEAN COUNTRIES

LEBANESE COAST

The Lebanese coastline stretches over 240
km. This narrow coastal zone, which makes
up about 8% of the national territory, hosts
about 70% of the population. In addition,
Lebanon currently shelters one of the
highest number of refugees per inhabitant
in the world. Thus, the coastal zone suffers
from severe anthropogenic pressures
leading to over-exploitation of coastal space
and resources, chaotic urban sprawl,
erosion, sea-filling, pollution from different
origins, making the current usage of the
coastal area unsustainable. Furthermore,
the most important economic centres are
located in coastal cities, offering major
opporfunities in the fields of fisheries,
agriculture, fransport, fourism and industry,

but only if managed sustainably.
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National ICZM Strategy and the ICZM Law
are aiming to assist the country on its path
towards a sustainable and resilient coast.
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